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jor fields of research at the respective institutes (for instance, urban 
studies at Berlin, economic geography at Hanover, cultural geography 
at Erlangen, markets and metropolises research at Frankfurt/M. or in 
natural resources geography at Gottingen). 

5.3.3. Teaching and coursework 

There are different types of teaching in geography programmes: the 
Vorlesung and the Seminar are traditional forms of university teaching. 
Three others are more or less specific to geography. 

At the Bachelor level, Vorlesung* (lectures) generally deal with ra­
ther broad topics, such as urban geography, economic geography, or 
geomorphology. At the Master level, they are more specialised (on ur­
ban governance, for instance). A Vorlesung often ends with a Klausur, a 
written in-class test that involves answering questions such as: "What is 
the process designated by the concept of 'gentrification'?"; "How did 
the spatial organisation of industrial production evolve between the 
Fordist and the post-Fordist period?"; "What part does the theory of 
central places play in land development and planning?". 

In seminars* (course), students work on a specific topic, either on 
their own or in groups. For example, possible seminar topics in social 
geography include "the geography of the traditional landscape", "the 
linguistic turn in social geography", "migration as a social geography 
issue". Students research the relevant literature (in German and Eng­
lish), write a five to thirty page paper (Hausarbeit*) and present the re­
sults of their research to the class in an oral presentation (Referat*). In 
geography, graphic representation plays a very important part, and 
the use of video-projectors is thus widespread. 

Cartography, geocomputing, statistics and empirical methods are 
taught in Methodenkurse (methodology seminars), which are often 
compulsory. Students will be asked to demonstrate practical skills 
(creating a map or a statistical treatment, for instance). Computer 
skills play an important role in this kind of class (statistical analysis 
and mapping software, GIS). 

Field trips (Exkursion) are designed to apply concepts and theories 
learned in the classroom to observations in the field. In its 'classic' 
form, the professor is the expert and the students are expected to 
write a report. But more innovative forms also exist: Students prepare 
a part of the excursion (as regards content and pedagogical presenta-

254 

GEOGRAPHY IN GERMANY 

tion) in cooperation with their professor and then guide their fellow 
students. As a general rule, Bachelor programmes involve two one to 
three-week study trips, most often abroad, as well as a dozen one to 
three-day excursions in regions close to the university. 

Projektstudien (field studies) are small-scale research projects that 
train students to organise research projects (for instance: "the demo­
graphic shift and its impact on the real estate market", "large housing 
projects in East and West Berlin: stigmatisation, integration policies and 
security policies", "geomorphological research in the Rhine valley"). 
Field studies consist of a seminar-like preparatory phase, an empirical 
phase and an assessment phase. Students are usually required to write 
a report of 10 to 20 pages to present the results of the field study. 
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Glossary 

Akademisches Auslandsamt, n.: 
Allgemeiner StudentenausschuB 
(Asta), m.: 

AusHinderbehorde, f.: 

Bachelor (BA), m.: 

orientation office for foreign students. 
autonomous representation body for 
students within the university admini­
stration. 
state administration in charge of for­
eigners, and notably of visa delivery. 
degree obtained after the first cycle of 
university studies since the implemen-
tation of the Bologna reform process. 

Deutscher Akademischer Austausch- German academic exchange service 
dienst (DAAD), m.: which promotes and manages study 

abroad programmes, both for German 
students going abroad and for foreign 

Diplom,n.: 

Einwohnermeldeamt, n.: 

Exzellenzuniversitat, f.: 

Fachbereich, m.: 

Fachhochschule, f.: 

students coming to Germany. 
in the pre-Bologna process system, the 
degree obtained after four years of 
studies of a more pre-professional ori­
entation than the Magister*. 
state administration where foreigners 
must register upon arrival and depar-
ture. 
'university of excellence', selected as 
one of Germany's elite universities, re­
ceiving additional funding as a result. 
distinct 'faculty' within the university, 
usually bringing together several dis-
ciplines (such as, for instance, the so­
cial sciences). 
polytechnics founded in the 1970s to 
develop programmes that are more 
pre-professional than university cur­
ricula. 



Fachschaft, f.: 

Grundstudium, n.: 

Handapparat, m.: 

Hauptstudium, n.: 

Hausarbeit, f.: 

Klausur, f.: 
Magister, m.: 

Master (MA), m.: 

Meldebestatigung, f.: 

Referat, n.: 

Schein, m.: 

Semesterferien, pI.: 

Seminar, n.: 

Sprechstunde, f.: 
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, department' for each of the disci­
plines, endowed with their own coun­
cils (Fachschaftsrat) and their own 
space (Fachschaftsraum) managed by 
students. 
in the pre-Bologna system, the first cy­
cle of university studies that culmi­
nated in the Zwischenpriifung*. 
'seminar reserve shelf' at the univer­
sity library, where the required texts 
for a seminar have been gathered and 
put on hold for students. 
in the pre-Bologna system, the second 
cycle of higher education that leads to 
the Diplom* or the Magister*. 
short research dissertation undertaken 
as part of a seminar. 
written exam of fixed duration. 
in the pre-Bologna system, the degree 
obtained after the second cycle of uni­
versity studies, enabling entry into 
doctoral studies. 
the degree obtained after the 2nd cycle 
of university studies under the Bolo­
gna reform, progressively replacing 
the Diplom* and the Magister*. 
certificate of residence issued by the 
Einwohnermeldeamt*. 
oral presentation given as part of a 
seminar. 
'certificate' obtained after completing a 
seminar or lecture course that culmi­
nates in an exam. 
two month period between semesters, 
in February-March and August­
September, during which there are no 
classes and students are expected to 
work on individual projects. 
seminar, a traditional form of teaching 
at German universities. 
mandatory regular office hours for 
every professor. 

Staatsexamen, n.: 

Studentenwerk, n.: 

Vorlesung, f.: 

Vorlesungsverzeichnis, n.: 

Wohngemeinschaft or WG (pro­
nounced Hvaygay"), f.: 
Zweigbibliothek, f.: 

Zwischenpriifung. f.: 

GLOSSARY 

qualifying exam for teachers and law­
yers set by the Lander, taken at the end 
of the 2nd cycle of studies. 
an organisation providing support 
services for students, like CROUS in 
France. 
lecture course given in an amphithea­
tre. 
course catalogue presenting all the 
seminars and courses offered by an in­
stitute (kommentiertes Vorlesungsver­
zeichnis) or an entire university. 
an apartment shared between two or 
more student. 
a specialised library dedicated to a 
specific discipline, often housed in a 
separate building from the main uni­
versity library, for example as part of 
an institute or department. 
intermediate exam between the 
Grundstudium* and the Hauptstu­
dium*, under the pre-Bologna system. 
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